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Egypt’s long revolution: protest movements and uprisings1
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1 Maha Abdelrahman, Egypt's Long Revolution: Protest Movements and Uprisings. London and New York: Routl
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restricting their activities
or imposing an
alternative agenda. This
front should include
representatives from
organizations,
movements, and
alternative associations.

Here comes the role of
social movements in
establishing global
alliances that support
those entities or take
part in founding some of
them so that those
alliances can in the

future constitute a
lobbying power that puts
pressure on international
financial institutions and
can eventually replace
them.

1 This introduction sums up discussions that took place in a roundtable held in Tunisia in March
2015. The content was updated upon the publication of the book. Participants in the workshop:
Mohamed Elagati, Wael Gamal, Heba Khalil, Laila al-Riahi, Fathi Al-Chamkhi, Al-Arabi Habashi,
Ahmed Zoubdi, Omar Samir Khalaf, Abdel Nasser Gabi, Gilbert Ashkar, and Salameh Keileh.

ii Social Justice in the OECD, How Do the Member States Compare? Sustainable Governance
Indicators 2011, p11: http://goo.gl/iNFIVa
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and so is the process to
build a community where
the economic does not
take precedence over
the political and where
capitalism is
transcended and new
values are promoted.
That is why it is
extremely important to
identify the conditions
based on which policies
that cater to social
justice are founded and
to examine ways of
establishing institutions
that would contribute to
consolidating social
justice. It is important to
discuss how acceptable
the idea of social justice
is in the Arab region. For
example, social justice
as a concept is more
accepted in the Maghreb
while there are
communities in which a
culture of popular
equality prevails. On the
other hand, some
countries provide high
standards in several
sectors such as
education, healthcare,
and social policies,
especially oil-rich
countries, not out of faith
in the social justice
issue, but rather as a
bribe to tempt citizens
into giving up other rights
particularly ones related
to citizenship and
political transformation.

It is noticeable that there
are differences in the
core of the dispute
between armies and
religious groups. In the
Maghreb this dispute is

intellectual and
ideological while in Egypt
it is political and based
on strong polarization
between two parties that
are equally conservative,
which in itself is
detrimental to social
justice.

A number of good ideas
emerged after the Arab
revolutions and can be
implemented on the
ground such as
economic conference of
political parties. This
idea can be developed to
a regional or
international conference
that discusses social
justice on regular basis.
All active players,
organizations and
research centers that
work on social justice
and human rights
associations can be
invited to these
conferences and can
help political parties to
formulate their economic
platforms in a way that
supports social justice.

It is necessary to discuss
ways of dealing with aid
provided by international
financial institutions
through presenting the
concept of social justice
as a political and
technical one, not just
ideological. It is equally
important to think of
ways of breaking away
from global markets and
the prevalent economic
system, which requires
the mobilizations of
political, popular, and
social powers. It will be

helpful to organize
domestic or regional
conferences on
alternative economies.

Social and political
powers working on social
justice need to learn
from the experiences of
several countries across
the region in order to
develop just policies.
This includes the social
housing project during
Habib Bourguiba’s era in
Tunisia, the education
project during Gamal
Abdel Nasser’s era in
Egypt, and healthcare
programs in Jordan and
some Gulf states. It is
necessary to create a
powerful framework that
gathers indebted
countries so that they
can revise their debts
and figure out ways of
dealing with them since
at the moment
coordination is only done
in the level of donor
countries.

The international
dimension is an integral
part of formulating
policies that support or
obstruct social justice.
Domestic struggle is not
enough without regional
and international
coordination and without
facing the
recommendations and
conditions of
international financial
institutions. This requires
forming a coalition of
developing countries that
can put pressure on
international financial
institutions through
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The policies in most
Arab Spring countries
are contradictory with the
social justice discourse
as they cater to the plans
of the World Bank and
the International
Monetary Fund and
which also publicly
declare that citizens
have to bear with harsh
measures.

Some post-revolution
parliaments were
disbanded and others
featured limited
presence of leftist
factions, which meant a
decline in the social
justice discourse which
then became confined to
empty slogans that are
echoed by reformists
and conservatives alike.

Arab Spring countries
have been witnessing a
decline in the syndicated
activities and protests in
general with activism
violently suppressed and
the security grip growing
tighter. Meanwhile,
conservative and
reformist powers are
dominating post-
revolution parliaments
and a legitimacy conflict
IS going on between the
parliament and street
power while progressive
powers still lack a
mechanism to manage
this conflict.

There is a decline in the
social justice discourse
in favor of the war on
terror discourse in Egypt,
Syria, Yemen, and
Tunisia with varying

degrees. There is a
constant tendency to
trade justice and
freedom for security,
hence eventually losing
both. Meanwhile, policies
remain focused in
serving rentier
economies, which in turn
widen social gaps, turn
public services into
commodities, and
encourage monopolies.

The left is generally
weakened and it is not
possible to achieve
social justice in the
absence of a powerful
left. Added to this is the
fact that a number of
leftists have started
adopting the war on
terror discourse which is
known for its role in the
decline of the social
justice discourse. The
left is further weakened
with the growing
tendency towards
economic subordination
and suppression of
social movements.

On the level of state
institutions:

State institutions have
started to monopolize
the concept of patriotism
which made it much
easier to accuse
opposition factions of
attempting to destabilize
national security and
undermine the state.
This is demonstrated in
the campaigns launched
against activists.

Civil society and
activism:

A number of campaigns
are launched against
civil society and post-
revolution initiatives.
Regimes take advantage
of the war on terror
discourse to tarnish the
image of organizations
and activists that are
accused of receiving
foreign funding. In the
light of the hegemony of
the state and
businessmen allied to it
in the media, those
organizations do not get
a chance to defend
themselves.

Conclusion and
recommendations:

It is necessary to gather
social and rights
movements, syndicates,
and research centers in
the Arab region under
the same banner in an
attempt to propose
alternatives to the
prevalent capitalist
system. There was a
proposal to establish a
website that gathers all
efforts pertaining to
social justice and that
examines the concept of
social justice and offers
examples of policies that
are capable of serving it,
and methods of
implementing social
justice. This website can
be called the Arab
Network for Social
Justice.

Battles for the
establishment of social
justice are continuous
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writing, research studies,
the discourse of the left,

center-left, and even the
center-right.

Fourth: Weaknesses
related to social justice

On the international
level:

Arab Spring countries
are increasingly seeking
technical aid and
meanwhile international
financial institutions are
expanding their aid. In
fact, personnel from
these institutions are to
be found in most
ministries in Arab Spring
countries where they
work as technical
consultants and promote
the financial policies of
the state.

Europe is working on
restricting Greece so that
it would fulfill its
obligations towards the
European Union, which
means that some sort of
coalition is formed to
face any attempt on
Greece’s part to operate
outside the prevalent
economic system.
European efforts are
exerted in this regard to
reach a compromise as
far as Greek sovereign
debts are concerned.
These efforts are
inclined towards
reducing interests on
debts and not the debts
themselves since the
issue is not only about
Greece, but rather about
an economic conflict
between Northern and
Southern Europe about

the practicality of the
Euro Zone. Southern
European countries are
looking towards getting
the same facilities that
Greece might get™.

The rise of the global
private sector as an
integral part of global
financial and economic
policies and the
hegemony of financial
markets constitute a
danger to economic and
social conditions and
have a negative impact
on social justice. In these
cases, governments
speak on behalf of their
allies the investors and
give precedence to
facilitating investment
and encouraging the
private sector to take
part in development and
even in providing basic
services. All this comes
at the expense of
movements that call for
workers’ rights, the
modification of labor
laws, and programs that
would provide economic
and social security.

On the reqgional level:

There is a remarkable
rise in the level
conditionality imposed by
Gulf states in relation to
encouraging direct
foreign investment in
Arab Spring countries
and which is seen by
those states as the most
successful approach.
This was demonstrated
in Egypt’'s Economic
Conference, which was
held under full Gulf

auspices and based on
which a set of labor and
investment laws were
prepared to respond to
the needs of investors
rather than those of local
market. This meant more
corruption as well as
allocating more lands
through direct order and
with no monitoring or
accountability. Some
Arab Spring countries
started criminalizing
strikes and imposing
harsh restrictions on
other protest activities
such as demonstrations
and sit-ins as a means of
catering to investors’
needs. Some think that
Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates
are in fact playing a
bigger role than that of
the World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund in the way they
impact the regimes in the
region and encourage
more adoption of market
policies, hence
subordination of the
countries that give in to
this influence.

On the domestic level:

There a return in the
discourse that
encourages
reconciliation with former
regimes and
businessmen affiliated to
them. Despite the
development of the
social justice discourse,
debates on this issue are
still not profound enough
to ensure actual
implementation on the
ground.
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modifying laws to make
this possible. Several
Arab and international
activities were held to
discuss this matter such
as the first and second
rounds of the Arab
Forum on Asset
Recovery. Several
European governmental
committees were also
established to work on
legislations that would
make recovering the
money possible.

The establishment of the
Deauville Partnership
with Arab Spring
countries constitutes a
European
acknowledgement of the
fact that old formulas
cannot persist following
the revolutions and that
packages that overstep
crucial problems are not
feasible. Because they
linked political changes
with economic and social
conditions, several
European countries were
hesitant in their support
of post-revolution
regimes especially with
these regimes escalating
their clampdown on
social and economic
movements.

There is also a positive
development on the
structural level. This is
shown in Greece’s
revision of cooperation
policies with the
European Union and
other entities and in the
healthcare and social
protection programs in
China and several Latin
American countries.

On the reqgional level:

The ability of rentier oil-
rich states to control the
region is quite weak and
alliances in the region
are also being reshaped.
This offers an
opportunity for the Arab
left to redirect the conflict
from its sectarian path to
that of the struggle for
social and economic
rights and which
transcends ethnic and
sectarian boundaries. It
becomes obvious that
several regional issues
are no longer under the
control of these countries
and that there are
several contradictions in
their approaches to
Yemen, Libya, and Syria
and in their prioritizations
of these issues. These
countries can be easily
considered an integral
part of the prevalent
global system that
enables states to work
against the best interest
of their people and to
overlook issues related
to social justice, dignity,
and freedom. The
movements that
emerged in Lebanon and
Iraq attempted to learn
from Arab revolutions in
the way they focused on
social and
economic
demands while
brushing aside
sectarian
affiliations even
within the context
of the rise of
extremist groups
in both countries.

Article

On the level of state
institutions:

The structure of state
institutions has proven
throughout the past four
years to be quite fragile.
That is why it is possible
to anticipate that these
institutions either change
their policies and modify
their structure out of
belief in the inevitability
of social and economic
change or collapse
altogether in favor of
future movements that
would lead this change.

Civil society and
activism:

There is a general
development in
awareness of the
significance of civil
society and a belief that
partial reform would not
work and so is following
the same pre-revolution
policies, which gradually
leads to faith in the
necessity of social
justice. Another
development is linked to
the emergence of
analyses that examine
the concept of social
justice and underline the
bias of policies in Arab
Spring countries. This is
done through academic
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attempted to contain the
revolutions to one that
criminalized related
movements and linked
them to chaos under the
pretext of maintaining
stability. In some cases,
state institutions even
acted as if they are in
one camp against the
society and any form of
activism it produces.

For example, following
Mubarak’s ouster the
ruling authorities in
Egypt issued a set of
laws that criminalize
protesting activities
starting with law number
34 for the year 2011
through the law that
criminalized protests, sit-
ins, and strikes until in
2013 interim president
Adly Mansour issued a
law that regulates the
right to assembly and
which gives the Ministry
of Interior the expansive
powers in dealing with
protestors and sets a
number of broad criteria
under which protestors
can be accused of
breaking the law*, It is
noticeable that such laws
are always issued
following sweeping
protests and social
movements as was the
case in January 2011
and June 2013.

Civil society and
activism:

Despite the continuation
of social activism in most
Arab Spring countries
and civil society attempts
at organizing initiatives

and establishing
organizations that serve
social justice, yet those
remain limited struggles
that are restricted by
state intervention.
Activities by civil society
organizations are also
thwarted by attempts at
reproducing pre-
revolution policies
whether through
criminalizing protests or
linking protestors to
foreign agendas.

Third: Strengths
related to social justice

On the international
level:

The coming to power of
the left in Greece and
possibility of the same
happening in Spain and
Italy and the emergence
in Southern Europe of
calls for rescheduling
debts and renegotiating
about the impacts of
joining the Euro Zone
indicate that the
European Union might
also reconsider its
policies towards Arab
Spring countries. In other
words, the European
Union can finally
acknowledge the
aspirations of Arab
people towards social
justice and sets the
stage for cooperation
between the left in
Southern Europe and its
counterpart in the
Southern Mediterranean.
The victory of British
leftist politician Jeremy
Corbyn in Labor Party
elections came as a

surprise since he was
considered by many
observes as a marginal
candidate. Corbyn is
known for his opposition
to the restrictions the
conservative government
plans to impose on
syndicates™. Debates
inside the US
Democratic Party in the
electoral context also
presented a new
discourse outside the
mainstream which
exercises powerful
control on the American
political discourse. This
new discourse tackles
social justice through a
vision that does not stem
from the capitalist
framework.

Even international
financial institutions
revised their discourse
following the eruption of
Arab revolutions as they
started criticizing the
absence of social justice
in the pre-revolution era.
This new discourse
seemed more in line with
the aspirations of Arab
people, which was
obvious in International
Labor Organization
speeches that criticized
the policies of the World
Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund as the main
reasons for the inequality
that eventually led to the
eruption of revolutions in
the region.

Discussions started on
the possibility of
retrieving money
smuggled abroad and
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Fund, the African
Development Bank, the
Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development,
the Arab Monetary Fund,
the European Investment
Bank, the European
Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the
Islamic Development
Bank, the OPEC
Development Fund, and
the World Bank among
others. Those are, in
fact, the main partners
since they are the ones
that work on achieving
its goals. The Deauville
Partnership recommends
a set of economic
packages that adopt free
market policies and
consider economic
reform possible through
liberating trade, opening
markets, attracting direct
foreign investment,
privatizing the public
sector, and imposing
austerity measures*.
These are the same
policies Arab region had
adopted and which
resulted in a remarkable
rise in poverty and
unemployment rates and
led to the prevalence of
marginalization and
social injustice. That is
why the importance of
the Deauville Partnership
or other similar
agreements, whether
European or
international, lies in its
ability to restrict the
freedom of involved
countries so that they
cannot make
independent decisions
that are not in line with

the terms and conditions
of financial institutions.
For this reason, such
agreements are seen as
a main challenge to the
changes Arab people
demanded when they
started their uprisings in
Tunisia in late 2010,

On the reqgional level:

The influence of rentier
oil-rich countries started
increasing in a way that
enabled them to contain
any protests similar to
ones that erupted in
Arab Spring countries.
This was done either
through gifts and money
to their people or through
supporting post-
revolution regimes that
obviously do not
prioritize social justice.
The growing influence of
Gulf States in Arab
Spring countries was
demonstrated in their
military intervention in
Yemen and in attempts
at convincing them to do
the same in Libya. This
implies a restriction, and
possibly elimination, of
the space occupied by
social justice advocates
in these countries as
supporting the state in its
war becomes the
topmost priority.

On the domestic level:

Relative acceptance of
the policies of internal
financial institutions,
especially austerity
measures, was seen in
the cases of the new
regimes in Egypt and
Tunisia. This was

demonstrated in subsidy
cuts under the pretext of
reducing costs. Both
regimes, whose
legitimacy is linked to a
great extent to fighting
terrorism, keep passing
new labor and
investment laws that are
bound to be hard on the
citizens. In fact, those
regimes bluntly state that
citizens need to bear
with a set of harsh
measures until the
critical stage through
which the two countries
are going passes, not
taking into consideration
that citizens have been
bearing with these
measures for decades
and that critical stages
are never passed. For
example, the draft
national reconciliation, or
economic reconciliation,
law proposed by
Tunisian President Beji
Caid Essebsi in mid-July
2015 stirred much
controversy. The law
allows the pardoning of
businessmen linked to
the former regime and
who are involved in
corruption cases or
benefited from the
rampant corruption
during the ben Ali era.
The powerful reaction
the law triggered among
the public has delayed
its ratification by the
Tunisian parliamentii,

On the level of state
institutions:

State institutions shifted
from a seemingly
supportive discourse that
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possessed the will to do
so. However, lack of
trust among world
powers and the refusal
of their people to bear
the burden of the
European Union, as was
the case in Germany,
thwarted this kind of
solution®V, This means
that certain powers
within the global system
work on maintaining the
difference between
countries and even
consolidating them as a
means of preserving the
global financial system
as it is under the pretext
of maintaining stability.

The Greek political
scene following the
coming to power of
Syriza can be best
described as a skirmish
between the leftist
government and
European donors. Syriza
pledged to reject
austerity measures,
increase wages, and
curb price hikes. The
party was, therefore, in a
position of either fulfilling
its promises or paying
state debts. Threats by
the Greek government of
withdrawal from the Euro
Zone and return to the
local currency, the
drachma, and
nationalization of the
banking sector aimed at
putting pressure on the
European Union,
especially Germany.
However, Syriza was
faced with a striking
rigidity on the part of the
European Union, which

resulted in confining
Syriza’s attempts to
adapting the Greek to a
global situation even if
under new terms. The
price was approval of
austerity measures
proposed by financial
institutions in return for
aid. This of course would
be detrimental to social
justice, also one of
Syriza’s electoral
promises.

The Greek scene
developed a great deal
as Alexis Tsirpas
resigned after losing one
quarter of the left-leaning
MPs in the August 14
referendum on the third
bailout deal that included
an aid of 86 billion euros
and which he had
reluctantly accepted in
July®. Tsirpas’s
government had called
for early elections after
losing the parliamentary
majority in August
following the signing of
the bailout agreement
with the European Union
and the World Bank. In
the elections held in
September 2015, Syriza
won once more despite
signing the agreement,
which demonstrated the
people’s determination to
achieve economic
reforms, eliminate
corruption and tax
evasion as two of the
main problems that gave
rise to the Greek crisis,
and reversing austerity
measures as the party
promised in its first
electoral campaign.

As for the Arab scene,
there is little dialogue on
foreign debt, especially
in the absence of a real
political will to restore
looted money and hold
its smugglers
accountable. The
Deauville Partnership
also deals with the
region as one single
block and greatly
interferes in proposed
projects. For example,
the stock market
initiative launched under
the auspices of Deauville
Partnership aimed at
providing guarantees for
bonds and stocks issued
by countries going
through democratic
transition to global
markets in a way that
reduces the cost of
issuance. Despite their
importance in improving
economic conditions,
these projects do not
directly contribute to
solving chronic problems
such as inflation,
unemployment, and
declining growth rates.
The Deauville
Partnership was initially
expected to provide an
opportunity of real
cooperation through
investment and trade
and economic ties, not
just through limited
financial aid.

It is noteworthy that the
Deauville Partnership
was not only a G8
initiative, but also
included influential
parties such as the
International Monetary
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movements. While the
reason for this change
was a desire to put an
end to protests and
activism, a number of
representatives of social
movements were
included in state
institutions whether as
ministers or officials in
charge of restructuring
trade unions and other
entities that deal with
labor rights.

Civil society and
activism:

The revolutions that
erupted in the Arab
region triggered a
broader debate on the
weak intellectual and
political basis on which
the neoliberal project
was founded* and the
issue kept coming back
to the forefront with
every strike and protest,
especially pertaining to
labor rights, and with
every campaign that
focused on the
distribution of wealth.
This issue has since
2011 imposed itself on
post-revolution heads of
state, yet it has so far
been tackled with
ambiguity.

The significance of civil
society is underlined in
the way former regimes
had constantly targeted it
with or without reason.
Civil society
organizations contributed
to raising popular
awareness of the
importance of struggling
for rights. Despite their

limited resources,
research organizations
play a major role in
spreading awareness
about the economic and
social impact of policies,
which becomes
particularly obvious in
Egypt and Tunisia and to
a lesser degree in
Algeria and Morocco
despite the presence of
powerful movements that
resist state policies
which undermine social
justice.

Second: Challenges

On the international
level:

In the light of the current
global financial system,
the World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund are the two
dominant economic
powers under the
auspices of the United
Nations. The two
institutions were faced
with a series of criticisms
in the past few years
owing to their
intervention in the
domestic affairs of
countries, including Arab
Spring countries which
had started adopting the
policies of both
institutions throughout
the years the preceded
the eruption of the
revolutions. These
policies include subsidy
cuts, market liberation,
and empowerment of the
private sector. Such
policies could look better
on state budgets and
could improve

development indicators,
yet there is no guarantee
that the same would
apply to social justice,
especially in the light of
overbearing austerity
measures that
accompany these
policies as was the case
with Greece, which
suffers from a financial
crisis since 2007-2008.
The policies of the two
institutions involved
constant intervention on
the part of far right
government that promote
the constant pumping of
billions of dollars mainly
targeting the banking
and construction sectors.
Annual budget deficit
had reached 12.5% of
the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), which is
four times the
percentage allowed by
the European Union
(3%), and foreign debt
reached 130% of the
GDP, which is double
the percentage allowed
by the European Union
(60%)X. Greece finally
had to resort to the
International Monetary
Fund and the European
Commission, which only
want Greece to continue
fulfilling its commitments
regardless of the impact
on social justice.

Some analysts believe
that the Greek crisis
could have been
contained through the
European Union, whose
economy amounts to
16,000 billion dollars,
had the member states
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of services, and
unemployment and
called upon the state to
take effective measures
towards dealing with
their grievances.
Protests swept the
center of Baghdad and
other cities such as
Karbala, Najaf, Basra,
Hillah, Nasiriyah, and
Diwaniyah for three
consecutive weeks
despite tight security
measures to call for the
reformation of the
judiciary and the
exclusion of state
institutions from
sectarian-based division
of power'™,

In both cases, citizens
focused on the civilian
and popular nature of the
protests in a sectarian
context and insisted that
social and economic
rights are inseparable
from political demands.

On the domestic level:

Developments in the
social justice discourse
were seen through the
way the issue became
linked to intellectual
visions of youths who
adopted the approach of
looking for alternatives
and through the way
citizens started
organizing themselves in
new initiatives,
organizations, and
syndicates so that the
demand for social justice
became part of the daily
struggle while several
state institutions started
to adopt the social

justice discourse even if
on the surface. Leftist
factions made it to post-
revolution parliaments
and committees in
charge of drafting post-
revolution constitutions,
which paved the way for
social justice to become
a major component of
policies and legislations.

On the structural level:

Most political parties and
institutions attempted to
place social justice on
their agendas even if in a
brief manner. Some of
them devised policies
that they considered just
or at least more just than
already existing ones
and others made sure to
offer a totally different
approach from that
adopted by former
regimes. However, other
changes related to the
distribution of wealth and
power needed to be
applied before aspiring
for equality and social
justice.

Egypt and Tunisia led
neoliberal transformation
in the region in
accordance with the
policies of international
financial institutions. This
transformation was a
main trigger for a social
resistance that started
expanding gradually until
it culminated with the
Arab Spring then
continued its influence in
the post-revolution era*.
In the light of the
developments taking
place in several

European countries such
as Greece and Spain,
resistance to
international financial
institutions emerged and
so did calls to review the
policies of these
institutions which proved
incongruent with
European human rights
charters. There was also
a tendency to tackle the
issue of money
smuggled by former
presidents of Arab
Spring countries and to
change several laws to
that end.

In this context, member
states of the G8 signed
an agreement with Arab
region in transition—
Egypt, Tunisia, Libya,
Morocco, and Yemen—
which came to be called
the Deauville Partnership
through which G8
countries were to help
Arab region in transition
economically. Even
though the mechanisms
of this partnership are
not very different from
those of international
financial institutions, it
did contain some social
justice components such
as development, job
opportunities, and the
empowerment of women
and youths*.

On the level of state
institutions:

State institutions
adopted a social justice
discourse when the
revolutions erupted and
started negotiating with
labor powers and protest
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experiences of countries
that went through this
transition, in which the
external factor played a
major role, especially
economically, even if
only at the margins of
this transition. The global
economic system was
the governing framework
for many post- Cold War
democratic transition
processes and was, in
fact, a main incentive for
democratic change,
especially in the former
Eastern Bloc countries,
or at least guaranteed
the prevention of
reversal to the former
situation, especially in
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Interest in the impact of
external factors,
including the economic,
on democratic transitions
relatively receded in the
early 2000s then this
interest was revived in
the aftermath of the
political developments
that accompanied
uprisings in the Arab
region“.

On the reqgional level:

Arab region that have
not witnessed uprisings,
especially influential
ones like Saudi Arabia
and the rest of Gulf
states, adopted a
confused stance on the
revolutions that took
place in neighboring
countries. On the
surface, those countries
seemed to have
accepted the revolutions
as a matter of fact, yet

their stances on Bahrain
and Yemen were not the
same as their stances on
Syria, Egypt, and
Tunisia. This gave the
chance to opposition
factions in those
countries to highlight this
contradiction and the
state reacted with
improving the social and
economic conditions of
the people even though
they took the form of
bribes in order to avoid
the exportation of the
Arab Spring. The
contradiction in the
stances of Gulf countries
towards the Arab Spring
gave countries that
witnessed uprisings a
space to maneuver that
could have been used in
a better way had it not
been for the illusory
religious-secular conflict
that regimes started
using to overshadow
social and economic
demands. This has
probably taught activists
and social movements
never to be dragged into
imaginary battles.

Among the most
prominent manifestations
of the development of
social activism in the
Arab region is what
happened in Iraq and
Lebanon in 2015 and
which offered a new
pattern of social activism
that directly focused on
economic and social
demands. This
development started in
Lebanon with the
garbage crisis then

transcended it to include
other issues such as the
relationship between
municipalities and state
treasury, electricity, and
public ownership of
coastal property as well
as revived old issue such
as wages"'. In this
context, the movement
can be considered a
result of the deterioration
of the social conditions
of the Lebanese people
as the middle class
dwindled and the
impoverished segment
expanded owing to
successive political
conflicts on the domestic
level and general turmoil
on the regional level on
top of which is the war in
Syria. Social movements
linked with the garbage
crisis emerged at a time
when sectarian
polarization was at its
peak, especially that
state institutions are
practically run by
sectarian parties in a
way that makes the state
unable to make
decisions without going
back to those parties and
at times entire projects
are suspended until all
parties approve them
and divide the benefits
amongst themselves"i,

Activism in Lebanon was
preceded by a protest
wave in Baghdad and
Southern Irag where
demonstrations were
staged in response to
calls by civilian factions.
Protestors condemned
corruption, deterioration
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the post-revolution Arab
region through a number
of angles: identifying the
opportunities and
challenges that
accompanied this
development on the
domestic, regional, and
international levels as
well as regarding the
structure of the state and
the role of civil society,
regional and
international responses
to the revolutions, and
the impact the
revolutions have had on
the issue of social
justice. What follows are
the main points to which
the workshop has
arrived.

First: Opportunities

On the international
level:

While the social justice
discourse was
internationally confined
to leftist powers and
linked to the escalation
of ideological conflict
between the Soviet
Union and the global left
on one side and the
United Stated and the
capitalist system that
was mainly the product
of the Washington
Consensus on the other
side, the situation
changed in the late
1990s and the early
2000s. The negative
impact of capitalism and
the neoliberal policies to
which it gave rise led to
the emergence of an
international tendency to
review those policies

based on the fact that
social justice is an
indispensable
component of any stable
society or political
system and that the
conceptual boundaries of
social justice are in
themselves in constant
transformation since they
are subject to ever-
changing cultures and
value systems'. This
resulted in a broader
perception of social
justice as it came to be
linked to the
characteristics of the
welfare state, the
provision of public
services, the state’s role
in regulating the market,
and relationship between
social and economic
conditions.

The growing influence of
the World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund and the negative
impact of their policies
empowered leftist
powers in Europe and
not only provided them
with the opportunity to
criticize international
financial organizations,
but also enabled them to
make political gains in
several countries. For
example, the Coalition of
the Radical Left —Syriza
came to power in Greece
after securing 36.34% of
the votes' through a
different leftist discourse
that condemned
austerity measures and
abandoned catchy
ideological slogans and
ambiguous terminology

and did away with
classical hostility towards
capitalism and liberalism
while focusing instead on
actual social justice
demandsV. This
constituted a positive
development on the
structural level and led
Greece and other
countries to revise
cooperation policies with
the European Union and
other entities and how
beneficial they are to
each country. Other
countries outside Europe
have been resisting the
global system through
social protection and
healthcare programs
such as China and
several Latin American
states. Those countries
support local markets
and adopt different
developmental
indicators. As for
Europe, social justice
became one of the major
concepts that determine
what choices voters
would make, especially
in countries with
conditions similar to
those of Greece such as
Italy and Spain".

On the theoretical level,
studies dedicated to
examining the impact of
the global economic
systems in democratic
transitions were linked to
the wave of democratic
transitions that
accompanied the end of
the Cold War. Those
studies were inspired in
their main assumptions
and theories by the
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Social justice between popular movements

and political paths in the Arab region:

-

Mohamed Elagati

Director of Arab forum for alternatives

The four years that
followed Arab uprisings,
of which social justice
was a main demand,
have witnessed a
number of changes
whether on the domestic
level in each individual
country, on the regional
level, or as far as the
global reaction to these
uprisings is concerned.
The uprisings and
subsequent changes
have undoubtedly had
an impact on the social
justice discourse and the
policies related to it in
one way or another,
especially when these
uprisings are seen to be
the product of pressing
social and economic
demands that required a
substantial restructuring
that transcends the
prevalent patterns of
economy and

development and that
critiques the current
social structure and its
classicist nature.

The concept of social
justice was reflected in
the discourse of several
Arab political platforms
whether partisan,
parliamentary, or
presidential, yet this
discourse remains
detached from actual
policies on the ground
and some of them were
even at times not in line
with social justice to start
with. Some of the
approaches only focused
on one dimension of
social justice such as, for
example, fair wages
which being a main
component of the
comprehensive concept
of social justice cannot
be presented as the only
demand. The result is

that other social justice
indicators, which are
linked to an entire set of
social and economic
rights, are overlooked
like the right to public
services such as
education and
healthcare. At other
times, social justice is
dealt with in a broad or
abstract manner that is
not linked to realistic
policies and indicators
that ensure its
achievement. This
becomes obvious in the
way citizens’ social and
economic demands are
seen as group-specific
and unrelated to the
political scene, hence
can be postponed until
an actual political
change takes place.

This introduction
attempts at analyzing the
status of social justice in
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